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The " Dedication " on page vii., and the ** Intro- 
duction" that follows, will explain the circumstances 
under which the original newspaper narrative of the 
royal visit to Lancaster in 1851 underwent its first 
transformation. But it is possible that it may be asked 
why, after the lapse of a full quarter of a century, a 
second re-publication should be thought desirable. Due 
respect for so natural an inquiry suggests the explana- 
tory preface herein submitted to the reader's attention. 
There exist two reasons which, it is hoped, may supply 
the desired answer. First, the chronological fact of so 
long a period as five-and-twenty years having passed 
away since the event, is of itself presumed to be sug- 
gestive of this second transformation, if only to avert 
the possibility of so highly important an historical inci- 
dent as the personal visit of the Queen of England 
to Her Majesty's ancestral Town and Castle of Lan- 
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caster dropping so far out of mind as to become a mere 
traditional fragment of domestic lore to the rising 
generation of Lancastrians, the most of whom may 
never have seen any record of a festival day joyously 
cherished in the memories of all surviving partakers 
of that memorable holiday. Secondly, this endeavour 
to worthily perpetuate a memorial of so important a 
passage in local history is, in no slight degree, stimu- 
lated by the recent publication of the " Queen's Diary " 
and the " Life of the Prince Consort," in both of 
which the royal visit of 185 1 is noticed in language of 
the most gratifying description, as follows : — 

•* It had been arranged that Her Majesty and the Prince, on 
their way back to Windsor Castle, should visit Liverpool and 
Manchester. Early on the morning of the 8th they left 
Edinburgh, where they had rested for the night, and reached 
Lancaster by one. This being the capital of the county 
palatine of Lancashire, the royal visitors alighted from the 
railway and drove to the Castle, where the Queen was pre- 
sented at John of Gaunt's gateway with the keys. Here two 
addresses were presented, which the Queen in her Diary notes 
as being *very prettily worded,* and very gratifying, from the 
admiration and respect expressed in them for the Prince. The 
fine view from the top of the tower towards the Westmoreland 
hills on the one side, and on the other over a broad expanse of 
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country towards the sea, was then enjoyed, and the royal 
visitors returned to the railway through loyal crowds, who 
all, it is noted, * wore either a rose or a red rosette, as emblems 
of the House of Lancaster.' " 

It is apprehended, with all submission, that reasons 
all-sufficient are here assigned for the issue of the 
present re-publication, which may be allowed of itself 
to offer some plea of expediency in its display of 
locally interesting photographic illustrations, and in the 
general style of elegance in which Messrs. Nisbet & 
Co., the London publishers, have brought the work 
out. 

C. E. Q. 

SCOTFORTH, January^ 1877. 
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TO THE WORSHIPFUL 

HENRY GREGSON, Esq., 

MAYOR OF LANCASTER. 



Sir, 

To you, in admiration of the faithful discharge of 
your public duties, but with especial reference to the loyal devotion 
manifested by your Worship, on the recent memorable occasion^ 
in arranging, for the Queen of England, a suitable reception in 
Her Majestys ancient town of Laticaster, and as a respectful 
token of personal esteem, I venture to dedicate this humble 
narrative, and 

Remain, Sir, 

Your faithful servant. 

And grateful fclloiv- townsman, 

THE AUTHOR. 

Lancaster, Oct. T4th, i8si. 
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The recent visit of the Queen of England to the Town 
and Castle of Lancaster is the most memorable event 
of which our annals have to boast ; and it is humbly 
presumed that any effort made with a view of rendering 
the record of the royal sojourn as permanent as possible, 
will be acceptable to the public. The following narra- 
tive, as the reader is aware, was duly published in the 
columns of the Lancaster Gazette on the nth instant; 
but it occurs to the publisher that of the copies of the 
Gazette then printed and sold, though the number was 
immense, by far the greater portion was despatched by 
post to gratify the wishes of distant friends, and that, 
therefore, it will be desirable to reprint the narrative in 
another form, and publish it at a cheap rate, in order 
that all who think proper may possess the most con- 
venient means of retaining on their tables and book- 
shelves a faithful account of an event the most interesting 
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and the most important that ever occurred within the 
precincts of the *'good old town," It is hoped respect- 
fully that the present publication will answer the desired 
purpose, and that it will be deemed worthy the patron- 
age of the public. 

Lancaster, October 14, 1851. 
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^HIS royal throne of kings, this scepter'd isle, 
This earth of majesty, this seat of Mars, 
This other Eden, demi-paradise ; 
This fortress, built by Nature for herself, 
Against infection, and the hand of war : 
This happy breed of men, this little world ; 
This precious stone set in the silver sea, 
Which serves it in the office of a wall. 
Or as a moat defensive to a house. 
Against the envy of less happy lands ; 
This blessed spot, this earth, this realm, this England, 
This nurse, this teeming womb of royal kings, 
Fear'd by their breed, and famous by their birth, 
Renown'd for their deeds as far from home 
(For Christian service, and true chivalry). 
As is the sepulchre in stubborn Jewry, 
Of the world's ransom, blessed Mary's Son : 
This land of such dear souls, this dear, dear land. 
Dear for her reputation through the world, 

England, bound in with the triumphant sea. 
Whose rocky shore beats back the envious siege 
Of watery Neptune. 

Ricltard II., Act ii. Sc. i. 

(t) 
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An apostrophe to dear, dear England is a fitting 
commencement of the gratifying duties that it is this 
week our duty to perform, and for materials where 
should we look for aid and inspiration but to the 
immortal pages of Avon's immortal bard, himself the 
soul of loyalty and genuine patriotism ? To Shake- 
speare, whose harp was ever strung to hymn in matchless 
poetry the praise of fatherland — to Shakespeare, in 
whom love of country was cherished as a principle sacred 
as hallowed, we go, and the help we have drawn from 
that exhaustless fount will, we are sure, be welcome to 
every English heart, as a happy opening of the happy 
record which graces our present publication. Not only 
is the extract we have selected eminently beautiful in 
itself, and singularly suitable to our purpose, but it fortu- 
nately happens to be a passage put by the bard into 
the mouth of no less a personage than John o' Gaunt 
himself. It constitutes part of the sublime effusion of 
" time-honoured Lancaster," which Shakespeare ima- 
gined him to breathe on his death-bed, in anticipation 
of the troubles likely to result to the country from 
the absurd conduct of the reigning King, Gaunt s 
own nephew, Richard II. This is singularly happy, 
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and we avail ourselves of the passage with feelings of 
the highest satisfaction. 

But before we proceed to chronicle the heart-stirring 
events of the memorable eighth of October, we must 
detain the reader a moment whilst we step backward 
a little in order to connect our last week's detail of 
preliminary proceedings with what we have this week 
to narrate. 

If only as an instance of the kindly condescension 
with which our good Queen avails herself of every 
opportunity that offers of gratifying the loyal desires of 
her subjects, it is a duty here to mention that some 
time previous to the day appointed for Her Majesty's 
return from Balmoral, where the Queen, the Prince 
Consort, and the royal children had enjoyed their usual 
happy sojourn in Scotland, a deputation, consisting of 
the Mayor and Town-Clerk (on behalf of the borough), 
and E. Sharpe, Esq., a county official (on behalf of the 
Duchy), waited on Her Majesty, with a request that she 
would be pleased to honour Lancaster with a passing 
visit on the return journey. The Earl of Carlisle, the 
Secretary of State in waiting, was the medium of 
communication, and with gratifying promptitude his 
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Lordship returned to the deputation, announcing Her 
Majesty's ready and most gracious acquiescence. 

Nothing particular occurred on Saturday. The day 
was devoted to active preparation. The authorities, 
town and county, sat as usual, and their directions were 
practically responded to by the sound of saw and 
hammer, actively engaged in fitting up platforms and 
barriers, and other necessary erections. All went on 
with the greatest activity. 

On Monday, the Earl of Carlisle, who happened to be 
on a visit to Mr. Howard of Greystoke, came over to Lan- 
caster, and had interviews with the Mayor, the County 
Magistrates, and the Directors of the Lancaster and 
Carlisle Railway. His Lordship was conducted around 
to every part of the town that would be visited by 
royalty, and expressed himself highly satisfied with the 
arrangements that had been made. After having per- 
sonally inspected everything, his Lordship retired to the 
hospitable residence of our much-esteemed and truly 
patriotic Mayor, at Moorlands, where he met W. Dunn, 
Esq., our respected Town-Clerk, and some members 
of the Committee of Management, and partook of 
luncheon ; after which his Lordship returned to Grey- 
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stoke by the evenmg train. The rest of the day was 
actively spent in carrying into effect a variety of minor 
arrangements, all quite necessary in themselves, but 
neither calling for especial notice. In the course of 
the day tickets for admission to the Shire Hall were 
issued, and tickets for the platforms were purchased. 
In the course of the day, Colonel Garrett, of the 46th, 
accompanied by Captain Fyffe, of the same regiment, 
and an officer of the i6th Lancers, came over and 
inspected the ground, for the purpose of assigning to 
Her Majesty's troops their proper positions. 

On Tuesday some changes in the public announce- 
ments were rendered necessary, in consequence of Mr. 
E. G. Hornby having received a private letter from 
the Hon. Col. Phipps, in which the gallant officer 
intimated that the arrival of Her Majesty in Lancaster 
on the following day would be at ten minutes before 
one instead of ten minutes before two, as originally 
announced, but by the sequel it will be seen that this 
was a mistake, Col. Phipps having, probably in the 
hurry of writing, written "one" for "two." The in- 
formation having been received from such undoubted 
authority, it was imperative on the authorities to make 
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such alterations in the announcements as the altered 
circumstances rendered necessary, and in due time the 
anxious public were made acquainted — so far as time 
would permit — with the desired information. 

About noon the Lancers arrived and took up their 
billets, the officers making the King's Arms the head- 
quarters. The i6th Lancers arrived home from India 
a year or two since. They served in the terrific conflicts 
that took gjace between our troops and the Sikhs, and 
almost all the gallant fellows who compose the detach- 
ment which arrived on Tuesday wore decorations, most 
of them having two medals and a star. 

Our readers are aware that most of our respectable 
inhabitants volunteered their services as aids to the 
police, and in the course of the day this large body were 
duly sworn in as special constables. In the evening 
they assembled at the Town Hall, and were addressed 
by the Mayor, who duly thanked them for their loyalty 
in coming forward on such an interesting occasion. 

The Town Council had a full meeting, and all the 
necessary arrangements were finally made. 

Throughout the day the setting up of the platforms 
and erection of barriers was actively proceeded with, and 
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by night fully completed. The decoration of the trium- 
phal arches also proceeded vigorously, and got into a 
state of great forwardness, leaving, indeed, nothing to do 
but the final adjustment of the flags. In the Shire Hall 
the various decorations were completed under the able 
direction of the Messrs. Gillow, and everything got 
ready for the morrow. The temporary erections neces- 
sary to the commodious ascent of Her Majesty to John 
o' Gaunt's tower, so as to avoid the necessity of going 
through the gaol, had been previously completed. The 
arrival of strangers by the evening trains indicated the 
near approach of the great day of modem Lancastrian 
annals. 

This brings our record fairly down to Tuesday night. 

Wednesday, the memorable eighth, opened rather 
inauspiciously with regard to the weather. During 
Tuesday very heavy showers of rain fell, and the wind 
blew cold and boisterously. Indeed, the weather alto- 
gether had. been very ungenial for some days, a vast 
quantity of rain having fallen, with a low temperature. 
On Tuesday, the wind, which had blown from all quarters 
previously, edged round to the north-west ; and when it 
blows thence, continuous rain is never known in these 
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regions. This change filled our mind with the best 
hopes that the great desideratum, fine weather, was near. 
The night of Tuesday was very beautiful, without, we 
believe, one shower. About six on Wednesday morning 
a heavy cloud came up from the north-west and fell 
heavily, and at a very short interval another, still more 
black and impending, came on, and a drenching shower 
of very alarming continuance was the result It was, 
however, the clearing shower. After that the clouds 
gradually cleared away, and from half-past eight to the 
close of day, the sun shone forth in unclouded splendour, 
bringing out in uninterrupted glory the beauties of our 
surrounding scenery — an effect much to be desired, as 
the object of the Queen's, intended visit to John 
o' Gaunt's chair, apart from an indulgence in glorious 
old ancestral associations, was to look around upon the 
beauteous landscape of sea, and mead, and mountain. 
We said in our last week's Gazette, that nothing was 
wanted to give full effect to the royal visit but fair 
weather. That boon was vouchsafed. It pleased God 
that His glorious sun should shine upon our loyalty. We 
only ventured to hope that it might not rain — the mid- 
summer brightness and genial glow of Wednesday was 
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truly beyond our most sanguine hopes. We hoped for 
a fair day, and we were blessed with a lovely one. 

Wednesday is here, and fine weather with it; but 
whilst awaiting Her Majesty's arrival, we will endeavour 
to make the distant reader acquainted, so far as we are 
able without the help of a diagram, with the route the 
royal cortege was destined to take. 

The route was, in figure, a perfect scroll. Commenc- 
ing at the Castle Station, it turned to the left over the 
railway bridge, swept on through Meeting-house Lane 
round by Castle Hill, by Castle Park, and then for the 
first time turned to the right across the Castle Parade, 
and around the Shire Hall to the northern entrance. 
The reader will imagine this line of march profusely 
decorated with streamers and triumphal arches. The 
first of these latter under which Her Majesty would have 
to pass was on the railway bridge. At that part of the 
arch which we may call the keystone, the royal arms 
were fully emblazoned, and the emblems of religion and 
regal authority, the Bible and Crown, surmounted the 
whole, the royal standard and other national flags being 
gracefully disposed at the top and sides, the arch itself 
being formed of evergreens, a portion of which hung in 
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festoons. The inscriptions on this arch were — " Welcome 
Victoria!" and '* God save the Queen ! " 

The next arch on the line of road was at the junction 
of Fenton Street, Market Street, and Castle Hill. The 
decorations were similar to that of the first arch, with the 
exception that the shields bore the arms of the borough. 
On the side facing Her Majesty the words " Victoria and 
Albert" were inscribed ; on the other side, " Peace and 
Plenty." 

The third arch was opposite the Castle Gate, and was 
decorated with the county arms in full blazonry. On 
the side facing the Queen, on her way to the Shire Hall, 
was inscribed, " Hail, Duchess of Lancaster ! " on the 
other, " Prince of Wales." 

The fourth arch was at the entrance of the Castle 
Parade, which was similar to the others, but of more 
extensive sweep. 

These beautiful arches, which formed a striking feature 
in the display, were erected under the direction of Mr. 
Coupland. 

Close to the entrance of the Castle Parade, and facing 
Her Majesty on passing along Castle Park, a commodious 
platform was erected for the Grammar School. Over it 
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in conspicuous characters was written, " The Royal 
Lancaster Grammar School," the inscription being sur- 
mounted by the royal arms fully emblazoned. Here 
the scholars, headed by the Head Master, the Rev, 
Falkner Lee, were placed. This was a happy arrange- 
ment, considering that Her Majesty has so recently 
conferred on the school the high honour of her personal 
patronage. The decorations of this platform were by 
Messrs. Shrigley. 

Returning to the railway station, we have to make 
mention of the arrangements made there, A pavilion 
of chaste design was erected on the western platform 
to receive Her Majesty. The interior of this pretty little 
building was draped in blue and white, and divided 
into three compartments running longitudinally, the 
divisions being tastefully marked by two lines of green- 
house plants growing in pots. The effect of this was 
peculiarly pleasing. The floor was covered with crim- 
son carpeting. The exterior was decorated with ever- 
greens, as was also the portico of the station itself. 

Whilst passing the railway bridge, the eye was struck 
with the preparations made by Mr. Fitzsimmons, the 
loyal and truly worthy Superintendent of the railway. 
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That gentleman's house is situated near, and the whole 
front was covered with loyal devices, composed of ever- 
greens and flowers, and besides these a variety of flags 
displayed their endless hues in the cloudless sunshine. 

Such was the route, and such the most conspicuous 
of its ornaments. Of the hundreds of flags that fluttered 
above, around, and on every side, it is impossible to 
speak in detail. Suffice it that every available point 
was taken advantage of to hoist out a colour ; and we 
were happy to see that, with very few exceptions, the 
people had the good sense to limit themselves to the 
national flags. 

On the fine old church tower the royal standard 
waved in all its majesty, whilst from the venerable roof 
of the Castle the English ensign (red) waved right 
nobly. Here we might as well allude to a dreadful 
mistake committed by somebody, in allowing other flags 
to be displayed from the top of the Castle, and especially 
foreign flags, of which we observed two or three. No 
flag whatever should have been seen on Her Majesty's 
Castle of Lancaster but the one ensign of nationality, 
which we have just described. 

Now, the reader knows the route, the immovables (so 
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to speak) that adorned it, and he is already aware that 
over all beamed a perfect summer sunshine. This done, 
we proceed to tell what happened, if, indeed, it be within 
the scope of our humble means to convey to the mind a 
worthy representation of what it was our privilege and 
happiness to witness. 

By nine in the morning the people from the neigh- 
bouring villages were making their way towards the 
town, some riding, others on foot, and as the day grew 
on the flood became more continuous and incessant, till 
at length the highways were alive with loyal subjects 
hoping to obtain a good sight of their beloved sovereign. 
Meanwhile, the townspeople were rapidly collecting at 
the different parts of the route, some taking post within 
the barriers, others obtaining places on the platforms, 
many seating themselves at windows, climbing on walls, 
and even scrambling on house-tops. 

At about eleven, a detachment of the 46th, consisting 
of parts of the grenadier and light companies, with the 
Queen's colour, and the drum and fife band (the other 
band being previously engaged to attend at Croxteth 
Park), arrived by special train from Preston. These fine 
fellows, under the command of Captain Fyffe, marched 
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from the station along Castle Park, and down to the 
Town Hall, where they were halted under the piazza. 
The neatness and discipline of the men, and the beautiful 
order in which they marched through the streets, attracted 
general attention. 

Soon after this the police were marched to the ground. 
Captain Woodford was present with a large force, and 
their clean appearance and orderly demeanour was much 
observed. Superintendents Walters and Armytage 
(the latter wearing his Waterloo medal) were in attend- 
ance, together with other superior officers of the force, 
whose names we were unacquainted with, but of whose 
courteous bearing and close attention to their duties we 
can safely speak. Of the gallant officer, their chief, his 
praise is in all mouths, and we liave only to say that his 
arrangements, always of the best, were ably carried out. 
Our own active and truly invaluable Superintendent, 
Mr. Malcolm Wright, was promptly at his post, and it is 
due to him to say that the arrangements for the preserva- 
tion of the public peace were all his own, and that with 
characteristic vigour he saw them all carried into effect. 
In this effort he was kindly and cordially assisted by the 
gentlemen of the county force, and we may say that 
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never upon any occasion was the efficacy of an organised 
police force more admirably displayed. So soon as the 
regular police had taken up their appdnted stations, Mr. 
Wright brought up his body of volunteers, who were 
each distinguished by the Lancaster badge, the red rose, 
worn in the button-hole. These were placed at equal 
distances all along the route, and proved themselves 
highly efficient. 

About the same time, the Rev. F. Lee, the Head 
Master of the Royal Grammar School, and W. Crane, 
Esq., the Second Master, appeared with the pupils, who 
were all conducted to their places, as before described. 

Next, in order of time, the Lancers fell in on the east 
side of the Market Place, in full review order, with 
oil-skins off and black plumes displayed. Their appear- 
ance was highly attractive, especially as so many of the 
men wore decorations. The officers (whose appoint- 
ments were very rich) soon after appeared, and the 
whole marched off to the station, and took ground on 
the west side of the pavilion. The javelin men of the 
Sheriff afterwards formed a line in front of the Lancers, 
to await Her Majesty's arrival. 

Exactly at noon the Corporation, in full robes, each 
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member wearing a red rose beautifully embroidered 
on l)lue ribbon, the whole headed by the town colour 
and the insignia of office, left the Town Hall for the 
Station in the following order: — 



The Town Clerk. 
Aid. De Vitre. 



Mr. Giles. 
Mr. Carruthers. 
Mr. Jackson. 
Mr. Richardson. 
Mr. Preston. 



THE MAYOR. 
Aid. Robinson. 

COUNCILMEN : 

Mr. Sharp. 
Mr. Sherson. 
Mr. Pritt. 
Mr. Wise. 
Mr. Hall. 
The Treasurer. 



Aid. Dockray. 
Aid. Dunn. 



Mr. Howitt 
Mr. T. R. Dunn. 
Mr. Coupland. 
Mr. Moss. 
Mr. Woods. 



His Worship the Mayor wore the full robe of his 
office,- enriched by a tastefully embroidered collar of 
blue and gold; and the adoption of robes by the different 
members gave to the entire bo4y an appearance of 
dignity befitting the municipal office. The Corpora- 
tion were provided with accommodation in one of the 
waiting rooms previous to the arrival of the royal train. 

An admirable band from Manchester, in hussar 
uniform, was in attendance at the platform to greet Her 
Majesty on her arrival. On the platform there was 
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also a Serjeant's guard of the 46th, sentinels being 
placed in convenient positions at different points, about 
the pavilion, &c. 

The Hon, Colonel Lowther, Mr. Bushell, and other 
members of the Lancaster and Carlisle board were duly 
in attendance. 

Thus we hope to have carried the reader along with 
us^ and brought on one o'clock. By this time thousands 
and thousands of loyal people had assembled, and lined 
the route from end to end, each and all anxiously await- 
ing the happy moment that should bring them to the 
presence of their beloved Queen. Never in all our 
experience did we see such entire devotion. It is un- 
necessary to say that expectancy would not have been 
kept so severely on the stretch, if it had not been that 
people were led to believe in the probability of Her 
Majesty arriving an Rour earlier than the time at first 
specified. The minutes passed slowly, and not very 
agreeably, away. Many, many of the spectators must 
have been on their feet for hours, and though nothing 
like impatience was- ob^Mved, bodily weariness would 
make itself be felt At last the originally appointed 
time, ten minutes before two^ arrived, and at the same 
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moment .the joyous signal of Her Majesty's approac|«i 
wks made. Immediately every man was at his po$t * 
Sentries were at " attention," and prepared for " present 
arms ;" the escort made ready for the salute. The Con^' 
poration collected in the southern compartment of the 
pavilion; J. Wilson Patten, Esq., J. Heywood, Esq., 
Members for the North Division, and the Directors of 
the railway in that on the north, leaving the nu<|dlc one 
open for Her Majesty to proceed to her carriage. Shoit 
breathing was the order of the day, or rather of the* 
minute, for quickly the vibrations of the engine fell. upon 
the ear, the band took up the glad sound, and j)oured 
forth the National Anthem. The royal train glided- ^». 
slowly, and, as it were, respectfully, to its place, and the*, 
sight t)f sights ! the Qu«en of England, with her beloved 

. husbanfl aa<* family about her, was before- her devoted 
subjects ift the "good (^ town.'^ Oh, it was. a heart- 
cheering sight! Her Majesty, habited in mourning, 

•was first seen through the window of the travelling 
saloon, and, with her usual air of solicitude, Her Majesty, 
looked out upon the few. persons here assembled. 
Presently, the door of the- saloon opened, ^ and Her 
Majesty stepped forth amongst us, graciously aad grace- 
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fully acknowledging the respectful yet silent attentions 
that spoke eloquently, though noiselessly, of the hearty 
welcome that awaited her. 

Her Majesty, leaning on the arm of Prince Albert, 
then advanced. Her Majesty and the Prince, recognis- 
ing Mn Wilson Patten and Mr. Hey wood, bowed fami- 
liarly to these gentlemen. 

An instant's delay, occasioned by the diflScuIty of 
getting the leaders of the High Sheriff's carriage to 
advance, obliged Her Majesty to pause in the pavilion 
for a moment. This gives us time to mention that Her 
Majesty and the Prince were accompanied by His Royal 
Highness the Prince of Wales, Her Royal Highness the 
Princess Royal, and two younger branches of the Royal 
Family ; by Earl Grey, Viscountess Canning, the Earl 
of Carlisle, the Hon. Beatrice Byng, the Hon. Colonel 

, Phipps, Colonel Gordon, &c., &c. 

» Her Majesty and His Royal Highness Prince Albert 
got into an open carriage drawn by four black horses, 
With postilions in blue livery. In the carriage with 
Her Majesty and the Prince were the Prince of Wales 

m 

. ^iind Trincess Royal. 

TtiiTtcfyBi cortege then proceeded in the following order : 

" * ' («9) 
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First advanced the javelin men of the High Sheriff, a fine 
body of yeogien, clad in livery of drab and yellow, and bear- 
ing their beautiful javelins, walking orderly two and two. We 
were delighted with this feature in the day's proceedings. 
Considering that a royal visit to the old royal town and 
Castle of Lancaster is so necessarily associated with the 
things of "the olden time," it was fitting that there should 
be sent some armed force, the peculiarity of whose weapons 
and general attire should place before us in bodily presence 
a remnant at least of ancient pageantry. 

Next, Perceval Heywood, Esq., the High SheriflT for the 
county, in his state carriage drawn by four beautiful greys. 

Next, the Mayor's carriage, conveying Henry Gregson, Esq., 
the Mayor of Lancaster, which thus preceded Her Majesty's, 
as it were escorting her along such part of the route as was 
situated within his worship's jurisdiction. His worship was 
accompanied by William Dunn, Esq., the Town-Clerk, and 
Alderman Dockray. 

Next in order was the advance of the escort of Lancers. 

Then the royal carriage, with the Queen, Prince Albert, 
Prince of Wales and Princess Royal, the officers of the escort 
riding one on each side of the carriage. 

Next came a carriage escorted by Lancers and conveying 
Prince Alfred and the Princess Alice, Lady Canning, the 
Hon. Miss Byng, and Colonel Gordon. 

In the next carriage were Earls Grey and Carlisle. 

And in the last the gentlemen of the royal household. 

A detachment of Lancers brought up the rear. 
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It was thus our gracious Queen entered Lancaster, 
and a beautiful spectacle it was to see the cortege 
filing over the railway bridge, and more interesting 
to see the sovereign passing through a dense mass 
of loyal subjects, all excited to the highest gratification 
by beholding their Queen face to face, as it were. And 
here we may stop to remark that Lancaster possesses 
a peculiar advantage in this respect. Being a very 
ancient town, its thoroughfares are very narrow. The 
consequence on Wednesday was that every one who 
beheld Her Majesty beheld her closely. This, we are 
sure, had a most touching effect No person was 
obliged to put up with a mere passing glance — as people 
are obliged to do in London when Her Majesty goes 
abroad. Her Majesty on Wednesday may truly be 
said to have been in the midst of her people. We hope 
the reader will pardon this digression. 

As Her Majesty proceeded through Meeting-house 
Lane, there was not much cheering. The emotions 
experienced by the people did not at that time find 
vent in that way. The desire was to show respect, 
and to do what was then thought would be most pleas- 
ing to Her Majesty. Passing through the triumphal 
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arch at the top of Market Street amidst hearty greetings 
from the closely-packed crowd there assembled, Her 
Majesty ascended the Castle Hill, where thousands were 
assembled in anxious anticipation of Her Majesty's 

'arrival ; and here the scene became very animated. The 
Manchester band was near, and played the National 
• Anthem. 

Arriving opposite the gateway of the Castle, the 
Royal carriage stopped, in order that Her Majesty might 
receive the keys of the Castle and view the fine old 
gateway. William Hulton, Esq., of Hulton Park, 

Nonstable of Lancaster Castle (accompanied by Captain 
Hansbrow, Governor, and the Rev. J. Rowley, Chaplain 
of the gaol), was in waiting, and presenting the keys 
to Her Majesty, said — 

" Holding as I do, by your Majesty's gracious appointment, 
the honourable office of Constable of your Majesty's Royal 
Castle, I dutifully present to your Majesty these keys. I 
am too well aware of the importance of your Majesty's time 
to detain you with any remarks on the history of this ancient 
stronghold. I will merely observe that Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth, in the fourth year of her reign, on the recommen- 
dation of her Lord Treasurer and other officers, commanded 
that 'this Castle ^should be mayntayned and kepte because 
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it is a great strength to the countrie, and succour to the Queen's 
Justices.' It has been obediently maintained to this the 
proudest day of its existence, when it is destined to receive 
within its walls Her Majesty Queen Victoria. I have how 
the honour to offer to your Majesty these keys, and I humbly 
await your Majesty's commands." 

Her Majesty most graciously and condescendingly 
touched the keys, and, with the brief compliment, " The 
keys cannot be in better custody," returned them to the 
Constable, by whom they were delivered to the Gover- 
nor of the Castle, who was in attendance to receive them. 

It was pleasing to see the affable manner in which 
Her Majesty leant over the side of the carriage to 
converse with the Constable of the Castle, and not Jess 
gratifying to witness the respectful demeanour of the 
spectators whilst the ceremony was in progress. As 
soon as it was ended, the people seemed to think their 
restrained feelings entitled to some relief, for immedi- 
ately every hat was raised, and a loud and hearty cheer 
burst from the crowd. It was not only the maid 4ex 
that sent up this shout of welcome. There was a larg5 
proportion of females of every degree collected abo* 
this and in all other parts, some on the platforms, some 
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in windows, and some standing on the ground, and 
they one and all waved their handkerchiefs and assisted 
in fhe cheering. It was a scene of much enthusiasm, 
and Her Majesty graciously bowed her acknowledg- 
ment. Prince Albert also felt the affectionate regard 
paid to the Queen, and repeatedly bowed to the 
spectators. The cortege was again set in motion, but 
it barely accomplished a few paces when it was brought 
to a stand-still by an untoward accident. We have 
mentioned that the horses of the High Sheriffs carriage 
manifested some shyness at the beginning, and here they 
positively refused to face up against the numberless 
flags that fluttered before their eyes in this part, and 
the shouting, which seemed to increase as the cortege 
proceeded. The creatures, though held by the grooms, 
backed and jostled till at length they were for going 
in upon the wheelers, when a bystander (it happened 
to be ourself), directed the men to cut the difficulty 
short by casting the leaders loose altogether, and Col. 
Garrett riding up at the moment to see what caused- 
ihe impediment, promptly adopted the suggestion, and 
in as short a time as possible the danger of a catas- 
trophe, which at one time seemed very likely, was 
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removed, and the cortege proceeded, the people cheer- 
ing lustily as Her Majesty appeared in sight. At 
length the Castle parade was reached. Here a plat- 
form calculated to hold 6000 persons was erected, and 
from end to end of this erection a multitude of rejoicing, 
faces beamed upon Her Majesty, and thousands of 
voices rent the air ; but the kindly greeting, which had 
been growing louder and louder, reached a perfect 
climax when the Queen's carriage arrived at the 
entrance to the courts. Here the Guard of Honour of 
the 46th was stationed, and the drummers, catching the 
enthusiasm, laid into their drums with right good will. 
This, with the pealing of the church-bells close by 
and the vociferous shouting of the thousands that 
thronged the platform and churchyard (the accumula- 
tion of sound close under the walls being increased by 
reverberation), became a din so deafening that we 
believe Her Majesty, judging from the expression of 
her countenance, began to wonder whence it all pro- 
ceeded, and lyhen it was likely to end. 

The Queen, Prince Albert, and the royal children were 
conducted into the court, the Ministers of State, ladies 
and gentlemen of the household foHowing. In briff 
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space the door which leads from the judges' retiring 

roX)m into the Shire Hall was opened, ajid the Queen of 

England appeared, leaning on the arm of Prince Albert, 

and followed by the Prince of Wales, the Princess Royal, 

the suite, with the other royal children, &c 

At this time, a scene highly picturesque and deeplj^ 

interesting presented itself. The judges' desk beifl^ 

# 
removed, and the space occupied by counsel's table, tjie 

prothonotory s seat, &c., being completely covered ^ver 

by a platform raised within a step to the level o£ the, 

bench, an excellent throne and place of receplion were 

at once formed. The temporary flooring thus judiciously 

raised, was covered with carpet, in the pattern of whicl> 

we recognised the carpets spread in the ante-rooms of 

the House of Lords, and very beautiful they are. With 

this transformation in the Shire Hall we were quite 

delighted. On the raised portion of this flooring stoq# 

Her Majesty. A superb chair of state was placed far 

her accommodation, but she did not avail herself of it. 

The semicircle beyond the floor, in front oC Her Majesty, 

was one dense mass of human beings, comprising the 

first people in the county. L^^ies, beautiful in them^ 

selves, and elegantly 'attiroid, met the eye at every turn. 
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The magistrates were present^ in a body. The corpor- 
ation of Lancaster were provided with seats on the left 
of the circle usually occupied by the bar, the seats in 
front being set apart for the gentlemen appointed to 
present addresses to Her Majesty. Thus the distant 
reader will in imagination picture the scene that pre- 
sented itself within the walls of our matchless Shire Hall. 
It was simply a semicircle of spectators many ranks 
deep, with the Queen in front, the object of universal 
interest. 

Her Majesty on entering the hall was received with 
profound reverence, the gentlemen bowing and the 
ladies making the usual obeisance. Her Majesty 
acknowledged the homage with her usual ease, bqwing 
gracefully and looking solicitously round upon all. 

Immediately, the Ven. Archdeacon Brooks (the chair- 
man of the Kirkdale quarter sessions) appeared on the 
floor, and was followed by Mr. Foster, chairman of the 
Salford quarter sessions, Mr. Addison, chairman of the 
Preston quarter sessions, and Mr. E. G. Hornby, chair- 
man of the Lancaster quarter sessions. The Arch- 
deacon advanced a little, and the three other gfintle- 
nfien then formed a rank behind, Mr. Hornby being on 
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the right, Mr. Foster on the left, and Mr. Addison in the 
centre. The Archdeacon briefly announced to Her 
Majesty the reason of his appearance before her, and 
proceeded to read the following address : — 

" To the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty, 

" May it please your Majesty, — ^We, your Majesty's dutiful 
and loyal subjects, justices of the peace for your Majesty's 
county palatine of Lancaster, beg to approach your Majesty 
with the expression of our devoted attachment to your 
Majesty's person and throne, and our deep obligations to your 
Majesty for the honour conferred upon our county by your 
Majesty's presence. 

" From the means of observation afforded us in the discharge 
of those duties graciously intrusted to us by your Majesty, we 
are able to assure your Majesty that one universal feeling of 
sincere and ardent loyalty animates the vast population of 
this great county. 

'' It is an additional gratification to us that your Majesty 
should, upon this occasion, be accompanied by the illustrious 
Prince who has contributed so much to your Majesty's domestic 
happiness, and has secured for himself, not less by his private 
virtues than by his public conduct, the unvarying esteem and 
attachment of all your Majesty's loyal subjects. 

" That your Majesty may live long to diffuse over our land 
the blessings of the mild and constitutional sway which has 
ever characterised your Majesty's illustrious reign, is the heart- 
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felt and fervent prayer of your Majesty's most humble, loyal, 
and devoted subjects. 

" Signed, on behalf of the Magistrate^ 
"Jonathan Brooks, 

*' Chairman of the Court of Annual General Session of the Peace 
for the County Palatine of Lancaster^ 

The Queen bowed gracefully, and the Archdeacon, Mr. 
Hornby, Mr. Addison, and Mr. Foster had the honour, 
in succession, of kissing Her Majesty's hand. They 
then retired, Her Majesty again bowing graciously. 

Then H. Gregson, Esq., the Mayor of Lancaster, 
accompanied by Mr. Alderman Dockray, and W. Dunn, 
Esq., the Town -Clerk, stepped on the floor. The 
Mayor, having Mr. Dockray on his right and the Town- 
Clerk on the left, begged Her Majesty's permission to 
present the dutiful address of the corporate body. 
Her Majesty signified her pleasure, and the Town- 
Clerk read as follows : — 

" To the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty. 

•* May it please your Majesty, 

" We, your Majesty's loyal subjects, the Mayor, Aldermen, 
and Burgesses of your ancient Borough of Lancaster, beg to 
approach your Majesty with the expression of our ardent 
affection for your Majesty's person, and of devoted attachment 
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to the throne, on which, by the blessing of God, your Majesty 
is so happily seated. 

''We crave permission further to express the grateful sense 
we entertain of your Majesty's condescension in honouring us 
with your gracious presence, and to assure your Majesty that 
the impression which so marked a token of royal favour has 
made upon ourselves and fellow-townspeople is such as neither 
time nor circumstance can obliterate. 

" It is yet further our bounden duty to thank your Majesty 
for benefits previously bestowed. For your Majesty's bounty 
in recently extending to one of our most useful public charities 
the aid of a royal donation, and for your Majesty's conde- 
scension in conferring upon our ancient Grammar School the 
dignity of royal patronage, we beg to offer our heartfelt 
acknowledgments, 

"May we humbly avail ourselves of the opportunity now 
offered by your Majesty's goodness, to advert to the peculiar 
circumstances that impart to your Majesty's sojourn within 
these walls a more than ordinary interest It is with 
feelings of cherished pride we reflect that from this highly 
favoured locality is derived the second title of your Majesty's 
illustrious house, and, carrying our thoughts back to the records 
of ages long passed away, we call to mind that the time- 
honoured spot on which we are permitted by your Majesty's 
gracious favour to present to your Majesty this our humble 
tribute of duty and affection, is the same whereon, centuries 
ago, similar homage has been paid to one of the most mighty 
of your Majesty's renowned ancestors, whose career is^iden- 
tified with the palmiest days of England's chivalry, and whose 

(30) 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE MAYOR OP LANCASTER, 
HENRY QRBQ80N, ESQ. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



r > 




memory is endeared to us by its intimate association with the 
dayspring of religious freedom within these favoured realms. 

"We humbly trust this passing allusion to the reflected 
honours which your ancient Borough and Castle of Lancaster 
have the privilege of enjoying, will be deemed by your Majesty 
a pardonable indulgence, and that your Majesty will accept 
the expression of our boundless gratitude for allowing us, by 
this gracious visit, to add to our Lancaster annals one other royal 
reminiscence, and that one the dearest and most memorable. 

"We hereby tender to your Majesty our humble offering* 
of gratitude and dutiful obedience. 

" And we shall ever pray that it will please Almighty God 
to shower His choicest blessings upon your gracious Majesty, 
upon the illustrious Prince, your honoured and much-loved 
Consort, and upon the youthful members of your Majesty's 
family ; and that it may please Him, in His great mercy, to 
grant that your Majesty may long reign in uninterrupted 
happiness over a loyal and affectionate people. 

(Signed) " HENRY Gregson, Mayor." (L.S.) • 

The following are the words spoken by Her Majesty 
to the Mayor, in answer to the borough address : — 

*' I have received with much pleasure the address which has 
been just read to me, and have been much gratified by the 
kind reception which I have met with in the town." 

* This address was written by the author of the narrative, and 
adopted by the Corporation. 

(3«) 



Digitized by 



Google 



•• T 




m 



At the conclusion of the address, Her Majesty 
bowed low and very graciously to the Town-Clerk, and 
then presented her hand to the Mayor, who gave Her 
Majesty the address, which she received and handed to 
the Earl of Carlisle, who officiated as Lord-in-waiting^ 
The Mayor and Mr. Dockray then had the honour of 
kissing Her Majesty's hand, and retired. 

Her Majesty then gracefully bowed to the whole 
assembly and left the hall ; but, ere she could gain the 
doorway, a burst of cheering, hearty and long continued, 
reverberated through the hall. Her Majesty was con- 
ducted along the avenues of the courts and led to the 
exterior of the Castle. As Her Majesty ascended, every 
time the crowd below could catch a glimpse of Her 
Majesty they gave vent to their feelings in loud cheers. 
In due time the Queen, Prince Albert, the royal family 
and suite, reached the tower, being conducted thither by 
E. Sharpe, Esq., the county architect. Her Majesty, the 
Prince, the Prince of Wales, and the rest of the royal 
family, got up into John o' Gaunt s chair, Mr. Sharpe 
replying to the various inquiries made by the royal 
party. As the day was beautifully fine, the surrounding 
scenery looked lovely, and the Queen and Prince both 
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express^ the,-gratifidation they feh in beholding so 
varied an expaf se of English sceneiy. 

Her Majesty, the Prin^, ^nd royal party, then de- 
scertded to the Grand Jtnry.Room, and partook of an 
i«r elegant luncheon, prepared dl Mr. Pritt's establishment, 
1 the King'd Arms Royal Hotel. Whilst these proceed- 
Uigs were going oif within the Castle, the assembled mul- 
titude without were entertained at different parts of the 
route with music. An admirable band from Manchester, 
called the Manchester Borough Band, was stationed 
near the Castle Gate, and played delightfully. Another 
superb band, from Skipton, was posted on the Castle 
Terrace, and excited much gratification by their able 
execution. The Lancaster Flute Band was stationed 
in Meeting-house Lane, which they occasionally traversed 
from end to end, playing sweetly the popular airs of the • 
day. In due time that indescribable* sort of agitation 
which generally heralds the approach of any interesting " 
occurrence announced that Her Majesty was about to 
take her departure from the Castle. In a moment all 
was attention and anxiety, and the line of route pre- 
sented . an appearance of perfect order. The cortege 
returned in precisely the same order in Mjhich it pro- 
ems) 
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ceeded to the Castle. Her Majesty all the way was 
greeted with the heartiest cheering, which she constantly 
acknowledged in the most gracious manner. At one 
place Her Majesty was greatly amused with some 
wortliy body, who, in. the fervour of his loyalty, fairly 
pitched his hat into the air. Her Majesty and. the 
Prince laughed heartily at the oddness of the incident. 
It is, perhaps, needless to say that at every part of the 
route, as soon as a sight could be caught of the Queen, 
the utmost devotion was expressed. Thus passing 
happily through the midst of her more than happy 
subjects in Lancaster, our good and beloved Queen 
proceeded onward, and arrived at the Castle Station 
just as the clock struck three.* 

The Mayor and Corporation took their place in the 
pavilion as before — the javelin men drew up — the High 
Sheriff, the Hon. Colonel Lowther, and other gentlemen, 
occupied places near. Her Majesty alighted from her 
carriage, and leaning on the arm of Prince Albert as 
before, walked through the pavilion, kindly bowing to 
the Mayor and Corporation. Turning to the left, she 
recognised Colonel Lowther, and bowed to the gallant 
* Her Majesty allowed herself only two hours for this memorable visit. 
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officer as to one with whom she was before acquainted. 
Bowing to all, Her Majesty finally stepped into the 
saloon, and her foot was no longer on Lancaster ground. 
Why linger we now? It is enough to say, that in a 
moment after Her Majesty and the Prince entered the 
saloon the train was in motion, and the last anxious 
look was taken of our beloved Queen. That Her 
Majesty carried with her the hearts of all, we are sure 
it is quite superfluous to say. Admiration of our 
gracious sovereign was the theme of every tongue. 
From the highest to the lowest one feeling of devoted 
attachment prevailed. It was delightful to hear people 
in the humblest walks of life (we allude to a fa(;t) calling 
upon the lads in their vicinity to take off their caps and 
cheer the Queen. We conversed with many, and from 
all the same expressions of loyalty and affection broke 
forth. Now, this is truly " living in the hearts of the 
people." Much of this good feeling was, we are per- 
suaded, owing to Her Majesty's personal demeanour. 
The plainness of Her Majesty's costume and the utter 
absence of display charmed every heart. Her Majesty 
does everything in earnest Her observation of the 
assembled crowd on Wednesday was earnest, and as 
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we English like to do everything in earnest, most earnest 
is the devotion Her Majesty's bearing inspired in every 
heart May God bless the Queen ! 

The royal train having glided out of sight, the 
escort retired, as did the javelin men. The Guard of 
Honour fell in and marched to their quarters under the 
Town- Hall, the volunteer constables marching after, 
four abreast. The police, county and town, were 
withdrawn, the former hurrying off by an early train 
to assemble for similar duty in the south of the county. 

The Mayor and Corporation, in the same order as 
before, but preceded by the Manchester band, left the 
station, proceeded through Meeting-house Lane, and 
thence to the Castle gateway, in the immediate vicinity 
of which preparations were made for the planting of 
an oak in honour of Her Majesty's memorable visit 
The tree — sl fine sapling — being put into its place, our 
worthy Mayor took the spade and duly performed the 
ceremony, after which he briefly addressed the assem- 
bled spectators. He said that oak was planted as 
an emblem of English loyalty, hoping that the tree 
might live and flourish as would the feeling of devotion 
that animated the hearts of all present He congratu- 
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Her Most -Gracious Majesty 

Queen Victoria, 

ACCOMPANIED BY 

H.R.H. THE Prince Consort, 
H.R.H. THE Prince of Wales, 
H.R.H. THE Princess Royal, 
H.R.H. THE Prince Alfred, 

AND 

H.R.H. THE Princess Alice, 

VISITED 

LANCASTER 

THE 8th October 185 i, 

WHEN THE adjacent 

OAK TREE 

was planted 



BY 



HENRY GREGSON, MAYOR. 



Note, — The above is taken from an inscription on a brass-plat* on a pillar 

near the tree. 
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lated all on the happy manner in which the interesting 
proceedings of the day had been carried through, and 
said he had the pleasure of announcing that Earl Grey 
had been commanded to express to him (the Mayor) 
Her Majesty's perfect satisfaction with all that had 
occurred. That was a happy announcement, and he 
trusted that the tree now planted would, like the loyalty 
of Her Majesty's subjects, take deep root and flourish 
for all time. Three cheers were then given for the 
Queen, and three more for the Mayor, the band play- 
ing the national anthem. The procession was re-formed, 
and, preceded by the band, the Mayor and Corporation 
returned to the Town-Hall, taking leave of each other 
to meet again at the dinner-hour. 

The dinner was announced to take place at the 
Oddfellows' Hall, and that capacious apartment was 
provided by Mr. Sly, of the Royal Oak Hotel, with 
one of the most elegant cold dinners that we ever beheld. 
Tables ran the whole length of the room, in five rows, 
and they were covered with viands all laid out in the 
best possible taste. Nothing could be better. The 
Mayor, of course, presided, having on his right the 
Rev. the Vicar, and on his left T. Greene, Esq., M.P. 
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Nearly all the members of the Corporation were present, 
and many others of our most respectable inhabitants. 
The two bands already spoken of were in attendance, 
and played beautifully at intervals all the evening. 

Dinner over, the Mayor proposed the health of the 
Queen, and took occasion to advert to the joyous 
events of the day, repeating that Earl Grey had com- 
municated to his worship the satisfaction Her Majesty 
felt. The toast was drank in a bumper, with three 
times three hearty cheers and " one cheer more." 

Prince Albert, the Prince of Wales, and the other 
branches of the royal family were all affectionately 
remembered, the Mayor proposing their health, and 
the company responding. 

Mr. J. Sharp proposed "the Army and Navy," and 
happily alluded to the gallant escort that had attended 
Her Majesty, reminding the company of the decora- 
tions worn by so many of the men in token of their 
hard services among the Sikhs. 

Mr. Sharpe gave the bishop and clergy of the diocese. 

The Vicar, in returning thanks, assured the company 
that it was always the desire of the clergy to attend 
their festivities when that was possible, but reminded 
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them that himself and reverend brethren were con- 
stantly called on to discharge duties, the serious nature 
of which utterly unfitted them for entering into feelings 
of an opposite character. 

Mr. C. Whalley gave the High Sheriff; Mr. R. 
Hinde, the Lord Lieutenant ; and Mr. Giles, the county 
members. 

Dr. de Vitre proposed the health of the borough 
members, expressing the pleasure he felt on seeing 
one of their representatives present, and with regard 
to the other, Dr. de Vitre was satisfied that nothing 
but dire necessity would have prevented him from 
being amongst them that day. 

Mr. Greene, on rising to return thanks, was greeted 
by a very emphatic expression of feeling, the company 
renewing their plaudits. The hon, gentleman said he 
had difficulty in saying how much he felt the kindness 
always shown him, and if he abstained from expressing 
his feelings in strong terms, it was because he shrank 
from the idea of drawing unnecessarily upon their 
impartiality. For the compliment now paid him he 
returned his cordial thanks. The hon. gentleman then 
proposed the health of the Mayor and Corporation, 
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and the announcement drew forth a loud and continuous 
burst of applause. 

The Mayor feelingly returned thanks, and, alluding 
again to the proceedings of the day, said it was four 
hundred and fifty years since a reigning sovereign had 
been in Lancaster. 

The Vicar proposed the county magistrates. 

Mr. Greene rose and said he was sorry to find 
himself the only county magistrate present. [This 
allusion to the absence of the county magistrates 
was marked by the company in a very peculiar 
manner.] The hon. gentleman regretted the circum- 
stance, but at the same time he well knew that a more 
loyal and devoted body of men than the magistrates of 
Lancashire was not to be found in the Queen's dominions. 

Mr. R. Armstrong gave the borough magistrates, and 
Mr. C. Johnson returned thanks for his father. 

The health of Mr. Sharpe was given by the Mayor, 
and that gentleman in returning thanks adverted to 
the agreeable duties he had that day had the honour 
to perform, and delighted the company by informing 
them that the Queen and Prince Albert were highly 
gratified with their visit to John o' Gaunt's chair. 



Digitized by 



Google 



fk= 



The Mayor gave the health of the Town-Clerk, and 
feelingly adverted to the great assistance he had re- 
ceived from that gentleman in arranging and carrying 
out the important proceedings of that memorable day. 
The toast was drank with hearty cheers. 

The Town-Clerk returned thanks. 

The health of the committee of management, of 
the Rev. Mr. Lee, and other gendemen, was drank; 
and then the company separated. 

In the evening the town was illuminated, and the 
streets crowded with delighted spectators. The chief 
displays were the following : — 

The front of the Castle gateway, an immense star, 
with V. on one side and R. on the other. 

All the triumphal arches were illuminated with 
clusters of lamps amongst the evei^eens. 

At the Town-Clerk's office was a crown, with V. R. 
and P. A. 

The Royal Hotel was brilliantly illuminated along 
the whole front. 

Messrs. Seward had the royal arms tastefully illumi- 
nated with lamps and various devices in gas on other 
parts of their front 
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The police office and Town- Hall had bold devices, 
as had also the Royal Oak Hotel. 

The Blue Anchor was prettily distinguished by the 
device of an anchor. 

The Gazette Office displayed a brilliant star. 

At Messrs. Willan and Cleminson's, at Mr. George 
Jackson's and Messrs. Moore's, in New Street, and 
at the Judges' Lodgings, splendid devices were dis- 
played. 

Mr. R. Bond, of Market Street, exhibited a very 
interesting transparency, and Mr. J. Parkinson, of 
Cheapside, had a very beautiful device in many colours, 
and Mr. Croft, draper, of Penny Street, displayed a 
neat device. 

To enter further into details there is not time or 
space. Suffice it that there were few, indeed, who did 
not contribute something ta the general effect 

Thousands and thousands assembled at night in front 
of the old Lancaster and Preston station, and were 
delighted with a truly spendid display of fireworks. Mr. 
Gingal was the artist, and the exhibition he made was 
beautiful beyond description. The crowds collected 
were highly delighted, and finally separated for the 
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night thoroughly charmed with the entire proceedings 
of the day ; and well they might, for there was not a 
creature present in the town who could not enjoy the 
opportunity of paying his or her homage to the Queen, 
if so disposed; and who was there that did not feel 
disposed ? 

Finally, a splendid ball took place at the assembly 
rooms. A large company, comprising all the leading ' 
fashionables, together with the military officers so- 
journing amongst us, were present, and all went on as 
happily as possible. At twelve supper was announced, 
and the company on descending from the assembly 
rooms found that Mr. Sly, of the Royal Oak Hotel, 
had prepared for them a supper of the most elegant 
description. Every delicacy that could be provided 
was spread about in tasteful profusion, and the atten- 
dance was of the most perfect description. As with 
the dinner in the evening, the banquet did the highest 
credit to the cuisine of the Royal Oak Hotel. The 
room was elaborately and beautifully decorated for the 
occasion. After supper dancing was resumed, and 
with this amusement the happy and ever-memorable 
eighth of October finally closed. 
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We cannot conclude without saying how much we 
feel indebted personally for the courtesy shown by the 
Mayor and Corporation, Captain Woodford and Mr. 
Superintendent Wright, to each and all of whom we 
owe much for having it in our power to place on record 
the interesting details of the day. 

Nothing could exceed the affectionate and orderly 
conduct of all the multitude. Every heart beat high 
with loyal feeling, but in the midst of the excitement 
there was a reverential sentiment displayed that was 
peculiarly striking. 

We should mention that the troops on duty were 
under the command of Colonel Garrett of the 46th, a 
veteran officer, whose past services were observable 
in the medals that decorated his breast. 

It should also be told that the beautiful banner 
of the royal arms that hung behind Her Majesty 
in the Shire Hall, was the work of Mrs. Robert 
Jackson, of Greenfield, and the shields put over the 
throne were painted at Messrs. Shrigley's establish- 
ment. 

We have pleasure in stating that Mr. Binns' map of 
Lancaster was presented to Her Majesty in order that 
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Her Majesty might understand and give directions as 
to the route the cortege would take. 

There was also (by permission) presented to Her 
Majesty, by Mr. Linton, the artist, a view of the town of 
Lancaster and the surrounding scenery. A copy of this 
picture appears at the end of this volume. 

Lancaster is famous for its bridal cakes, and two of 
them were presented to Her Majesty. • 

The first was of singular beauty, and gave the spec- 
tator an idea of the confectionery art which we ap- 
prehend he was before a stranger to. This beautiful 
specimen of the art consisted of a round cake nearly 
fifty pounds in weight, having upon it the model of 
a triumphal arch, similar in its architecture to the 
famous Marble Arch formerly at Buckingham Palace. 
It was chastely modelled at the sides, and surmounted 
by the royal crest and crown. Lovely little streamers 
floated from the top and sides, the latter, four in num- 
ber, bearing the words "Hail Victoria 1" "Welcome!" 
" Peace ! " " Welcome I " Beneath the arch was a highly- 
finished figure of the Queen in full coronation robes, 
and all coloured. The base of the arch was covered 
with devices, whilst around and on the top of the 

(45) 



4k 



Digitized by 



Google 



cake itself was clustered no less than sixteen sprays of 
the rose, thistle, and shamrock, presenting altogether 
an appearance such as it is difficult to conceive. And 
the best of the matter is, that all these beautiful devices 
may be eaten; though we think it would be a com- 
punctious effort to gobble any of the little beauties up. 
This cake was presented by Mesdames Hughes and 
Maudsley. 

The other cake was presented by the Misses Heald 
and Bryning. This work of art was not so elaborate 
as the one just described, but was, nevertheless, very 
chaste and beautiful. The cake itself was of about 
fifty pounds in weight, and was decorated with bouquets of 
the rose, thistle, and shamrock. On the top was raised a 
temple, the dome supported by eight elegant columns. 
The whole surmounted by a figure of Her Majesty, 
and decorated with artificial red and white roses. With- 
in the temple was placed a lyre. The effect was very 
pleasing, and the workmanship altogether reflected the 
greatest credit on the artist. 

The last presentation we have to mention is that of 
" Barwick's Guide to Lancaster." This volume we had 
the pleasure of seeing, g,nd it was most beautifully bound 
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in purple morocco, having on one side the royal arms, 
and on the other the borough arms, worked richly in 
gold. The edges of the leaves were covered with gold, 
in a peculiar manner; and on the inside, at the beginning 
and end of the book, the binding was white silk and 
gold. This beautiful book was accompanied by a card 
signifying that it was humbly presented by J. and J. 
Barwick. 

We have to make a gratifying conclusion to our 
narrative. It is the following letter received from Earl 
Grey, conveying to the Mayor Her Majesty's entire 
satisfaction with all that passed : — 

'•Croxteth, Oct. 8, 1851. 
"Sir, — I have much pleasure in informing you that I have 
received the Queen's commands to convey to you the expression 
of Her Majesty's reception to-day at Lancaster, and I am to 
assure you of the high gratification with which Her Majesty 
witnessed the warm and universal demonstrations of loyalty 
and attachment exhibited on the occasion of Her Majesty's 
visit. I have made a similar communication to the Chairman 
of the Quarter Sessions. 

" I have the honour to be, 

•* Sir, your most obedient servant, 

" Grey. 
" The Mayor of Lancaster," 
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The following account of the wars between the Houses 
of York and Lancaster is from Lardner's '• Outlines of 
History:" — Richard H., son of the Black Prince, suc- 
ceeded his grandfather at the age of eleven years. In the 
fifth year of his reign broke out, in consequence of oppres- 
sive taxation, the great insurrection of the villeins, headed 
by Wat Tyler, Jack Strawy and others, in the suppres- 
sion of which the king showed such courage and presence 
of mind as gave great hopes of his future excellence. 
But these hopes were deceived : Richard was proud, 
indolent, fond of pomp and expense, and attached to 
favourites. Various methods were employed to restrain 
him, but without effect ; he had succeeded in obtaining 
power nearly absolute, when the Duke of Hereford, who 
had been unjusdy banished, returned during the king^s 
absence in Ireland to claim the inheritance of his father, 
the Duke of Lancaster. All ranks and orders flocked 
to his standard; the king, on his return, was deserted 
by his troops ; he threw himself into Flint Castle, where, 
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induced -by the base treachery and penary of the Earl 
of Northum^jerland, he surrendered. • Fie was led to 
London, liepcsed by Parliament, forced to abdicate, 
confihed in Pomfret Castle, and •there murdered. 
Richard had no children; he had declared his cousin, 
Roger Mortimer, Earl of March, son of Philippa, only 
daughter of Lionel, Duke of Clarence, second son to 
Edward IIL, his successor. Roger was killed in Ire- 
land, and his eldest son was a boy of* but seven years 
of age. Henr|r, Duke of Lancaster, was son to John, 
third son of Edward III.; he had, therefore, evidently 
no right to the crown. But on ihe deposition of 
Richard he made a challenge of the crown, in terms 
in which were strangely mingled right of descent,* 
conquest, and merit. At all events, he was placed on 
the throne by the- unanimous voice of lords and com- 
mons; and as with Henrys small means it is idle to 
talk of forced-he Vras plainly a lawful monarch, and no 

* It was d v4|gai *iu>tipn that Edmund, Earl of Lancaster, and 
not Edward I^ Haf Ae eldest son of Henry III.; but on account 
of some personal d^rmity, he had been set aside, and his brother 
imposed on the natkm. .The present Duke of Lancaster was his 
heir by his mother ; and if that story was true, he was the true heir 
to the crown. " ^ • 
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usurper. The constitution, however, received advantage 
from the defect in his title, and the comm9ns advanced 
greatly in importance and influence. The Percies 
rebelled against -Henry ; but he defeated them* and 
their allies at Shrewsbury, and effectually crushed them. 
His government was firm and vigorous, and advan- 
tageous to the nation; and, but for the crimes by 
which the crown was acquired, he would be deserving 
of esteem as a monarch. His mind is said to have 
been harassed by remorse for what he .had done, and 
no acts of unnecessary cruelty sully his reign. Henry 
V. succeeded with universal favour. He was young, 
brave, affable, and generous. He had not been long 
on the throne when he engaged in his wars with France, 
which gave England the pride of Agincourt, and placed 
his son on the throne; of that country. In the midst of 
his glory He died, in his thirty-fourth year, at Paris. 
Henry VI. being but a year old at his accession, his 
uncles, the Dukes of Bedford and Gloucester, admini- 
stered the public* affairs, and the Bishop of Winchester 
had charge of the king s person. Notwithstanding the 
great abilities of the Duke of Bedford* the English 
affairs declined in France, and before the king was of 
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age, nearly all the acquisitions of his father in that 
country were lost. After the death of the Duke of 
Bedford, the Duke of ^Gloucester and the Bishop of 
Winchester, now a cardinal, contended for the direction 
of the king's councils. In the affair of the young 
monarch's marriage the cardinal was victorious, and 
married him to Margaret of Anjou, daughter to Regnier, 
titular king of Naples, a princess of masculine spirit, 
great ability, and address. The Duke of Gloucester 
was afterwards thrown into prison and murdered, a 
deed in which his uncle the cardinal, and perhaps the 
queen, were deeply concerned. A claimant to the crown 
now appeared, Richard, Duke of York, was son to the 
Earl of Cambridge, by Anne, sister of the late Earl of 
' March, in whom ended the males of the house of 
Mortimer. The rights of that family, therefore, centred 
in the Duke of York, who was thus descended by his 
mother from the only daughter of the Duke of Clarence, 
second son of Edward III.; whereas the king was 
descended from the Duke of Lancaster, third son of 
that monarch. The Duke of York was a man of most 
amiable manners, of large possessions, and of extensive 
connections and influence. The loss of France, the 

<50 



Digitized by 



Google 



« 



The Oueen's Visit. 



hatred of the king's ministers, and, above all, the murder 
of the Duke of Gloucester, had alienated the affections 
of the people. A large body of the nobility, and the 
commons in general, sided with the Duke of York, 
and recourse was had to arms. The battle of St. 
Alban s, gained by the Yorkists, was the commence- 
ment of a struggle which lasted thirty years, and in 
which were fought twelve pitched battles. The battles 
of Bloreheath and Northampton were gained by the 
York party. In the last the king was taken prisoner; 
but the spirit of Margaret was unbroken ; she collected 
a large army, to which the Duke of York was imprudent 
enough to give battle at Wakefield, where he was 
defeated and slain. Here the queen and her friends 
commenced that ferocious system which, being imitated ' 
by the other party, casts on these wars such an aspect 
of horror and barbarity. The head of the Duke of 
York was cut off, and fixed on the gates of York; his 
son, the Earl of Rutland, was murdered in cold blood ; 
the Earl of Salisbury and other noblemen were executed 
by martial law. The claims of the duke descended to 
his son Edward, who gained the battle of Mortimer's 
Cross. The Yorkists were defeated at St Alban's. 
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Edward now assumed the crown by a somewhat 
irregular popular election. Edward IV. was hand- 
some, brave, affable, but licentious, and barbarously 
cruel. The Lancastrians were defeated with great 
slaughter at Towton. Henry and, Margaret fled to 
Scotland; but the indefatigable queen went to France, 
and inducing Louis XL to assist her with some troops 
and money, she returned and raised another army, but 
was again totally defeated at Hexham. Margaret fled 
to France, and Henry, being discovered, was thrown 
into the Tower. The hopes of the Lancastrians seemed 
now quite crushed, when a coolness arising between 
Edward and the great Earl of Warwick, called the king- 
makeTy the latter entered into a treaty with Margaret, 
and drove Edward out of the kingdom, and restored 
Henry ; but in less than six months Edward returned, 
and Warwick was defeated and slain at the battle of 
Barnet. The very day of this battle, Margaret and her 
son. Prince Edward, landed at Weymouth. Though 
at first overwhelmed at the tidings of the defeat and 
death of Warwick, she resumed her wonted spirit, 
collected an army, and marched to Tewkesbury. Here 
fortune proved once more adverse; the Lancastrian 
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army was totally routed, the queen and prince taken, 
and the latter murdered, almost in the presence of 
Edward. Henry soon after died, murdered, as was said, 
by the Duke of Gloucester in the Tower, and the hopes 
of the Lancastrians now seemed extinct. Edward V. 
was, it is said, with his brother the Duke of York, 
murdered in the Tower by their uncle, the Duke of 
Gloucester, who usurped the crown under the title of 
Richard III. The Duke of Buckingham, who had aided 
Richard in his projects, being discontented, invited over 
the Earl of Richmond, who had sheltered himself in 
Brittany; but having taken arms before the arrival of 
this nobleman, he was seized and executed by order of 
Richard. Richmond at his landing was joined by many; 
Richard hastened to oppose him ; the engagement took 
place on the field of Bosworth. Richard was slain, 
fighting bravely ; and Richmond was saluted king on the 
field of battle by the title of Henry VH. With Richard 
HI. ertded the line of Plantagenet, which had governed 
England with glory, on the whole, during three centuries. 
The new house was called that of Tudor, from the 
family name of Henry VH. The title of Henry was 
exposed to all the defects in the original Lancastrian 
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tide ; and even supposing that to be good, he was not 
the true heir of that family ; for he claimed through his 
mother, Margaret, sole heiress of the Duke of Somerset, 
sprung from John o' Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster, but the 
line of Somerset derived from one of the children of 
John o' Gaunt by Catherine Swynford, during the life 
of his duchess, and was, therefore, illegitimate, and even 
adulterous; and though Richard II. had legitimatised 
these children, they were never conceived to have any 
claim to the crown ; and further, the mother of Henry 
was still alive. Edward IV. had left daughters of 
whose title there could be no doubt, and Henry was to 
be married to Elizabeth, the eldest of them; but he 
had an aversion to that family, and he would not appear 
to owe his crown to his wife. During all his reign he 
was very tender on this subject of his title. 
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THE DUCHY OF LANCASTER. 

Soon after Henry V. ascended the throne, he con- 
firmed the acts of his royal father with regard to the 
Duchy of Lancaster ; and it was directed, with the sanc- 
tion of parliament, that all the liberties and franchises of 
this duchy should in all things be maintained and exer- 
cised for ever, according to the tenor of the charter 
already granted, and that the seal hitherto used in the 
duchy, and all other matters under that seal which had 
hitherto been given and granted, should have force, with- 
out the reclamation of the king or his ofiScers ; and that 
the seal of the duchy should be used for ever, in 
transacting the business of the duchy. As several 
honours, castles, and manors, which were the inheri- 
tance of Mary, one of the daughters and heiresses of 
Humphrey de Bohun, Earl of Hereford, Essex, and 
Northampton, whose heir the king was, had descended 
to him by hereditary right; the king separated all 
these possessions from the crown, and incorporated 
them with the Duchy of Lancaster, appointing that 
they should be administered by the officers of the duchy. 
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as they had been accustomed to be; and that the 
vassals and tenants of this inheritance, and the residents 
within the same, should enjoy the liberties and franchise 
of the duchy. He also ordained that all ecclesiastical 
benefices attached to the duchy inheritance should be 
conferred under the seal of the duchy without the 
interference of the chancellor and treasurer of England. 
To render this ordinance complete, it was further 
directed, that all the castles, honours, and lands, which 
had come into possession of the king's father, Henry 
IV., in consequence of a grant made in the first year 
of his reign, as to escheats, forfeitures, and recovery, 
should be incorporated with the duchy, and that any 
other honours, castles, or manors, which had come by 
escheats, forfeitures, or recovery, should also be joined 
to the duchy, and that they should be ruled and 
governed by the officers and ministers of the duchy, 
under the sanction of the duchy seal. In the third 
year of the reign of Henry V. it was directed, that two 
of the chirf seneschals of his inheritance for the time 
being, besides the number of guardians limited by 
form of statutes, should act in all the counties of this 
kingdom, and that they should exercise their office of 
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seneschal in all commissions of the peace, and that no 
donations, pardons, or releases, which concerned in any 
manner the Duchy of Lancaster, or that emanated 
therefrom, should be valid, except under the seal 
designed for the duchy. Two other Acts, the first 
passed in the ninth year of Henry V., and the second 
in the first of Henry VI., annexed other possessions 
of the Bohun family to the Duchy of Lancaster. It 
was the misfortune of Henry VI. to be deeply involved 
in debt; and his expectation that two Lancashire 
knights would remove all his embarrassments by the 
discovery of the philosopher's stone, was not sufficient 
to prevent his creditors from urging their demands in 
a tone little suited to the refinement of a court To 
satisfy these demands, he was driven to the expedient 
of mortgaging for five years the revenues of the Duchies 
of Lancaster and Cornwall, and the terms of his mort- 
gage, as given in the i8th Henry VI., sufficiendy 
indicate the importunity of the royal creditors, and the 
petulancy of the king under their demaods. The 
revenues of the duchy having reverted to the king, 
as Duke of Lancaster, an Act passed in the 39th 
Henry VI., appointing that there should appertain to 
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the duchy one chief steward and one auditor in the 
northern parts, with one chancellor, one receiver-general, 
and one attorney-general, in and of all the duchy, with 
one chief steward and one attorney - general in the 
county palatine of Lancaster. While the mortgage 
existed, several new offices had been created, but by 
this Act those offices were abolished as burdensome in 
fees, and unnecessary for use. Hitherto the archives 
of the duchy had been lodged in the church and priory 
of Saint Bartholomew, in West Smithfield, London, 
much to the annoyance of the prior and his convent. 
On a representation that the church had become much 
occupied and encumbered with "divers great chests 
containing the books " of the Duchy of Lancaster, and 
that divine service was interrupted by the entrance of 
the ministers, under colour of an examination of the 
books, and that no little disturbance was created thereby, 
the king directed that the prior and convent, and their 
successors, should be exonerated from the custody of 
the books and documents ; and the officers of the duchy 
were ordered to remove their chests, with their contents, 
out of the priory into the Tower of London, or into such 
other place as might be found convenient to deposit 
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them. Although the court* of- the Duchy of Lancaster 
was instituted in the early part of the reign of Henry 
IV., no post mortem inquisitions are registered in this 
court earlier than the first of Henry V. The duty of 
collecting and arranging the inquisitions has been 
performed by the direction of His Majesty's com- 
missioners of public records, and a list of these inquisi- 
tions is published along with a list of the proceedings, 
consisting of bills, answers, depositions, and surveys, 
relating to the suits in that court, in two volumes, entitled 
^* Ducatus Lancastriae." These volumes are thus 
described by the persons charged with the duty of 
collecting and arranging the materials. — Bairns' Lan- 
cashire. 



JOHN O' GAUNT. 

In 1370 the Duke of Lancaster was engaged in 
an expedition into Gascony; and Peter the Cruel, 
King of Castile and Leon, whom Edward, Prince 
of Wales, had invested in his kingdom, having left 
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dk his death two daughters, /whol to avoid the 

lisurper, #^ir --ifticte, had taken refuge ^in Gascony, 

he marficd'lCapsfance, jAe elder of the ^ters. Soon 

afterwards -he. asSumefl the title of'King of Castile 

• * • . * 

and teon wi^ his ducal coat. On his return to 

England, Ita i37ii^ the duke Was empowered to sur- 
render. |o tte ting hisTather his earldom x>f Richmond, 
with all the castles, manors, Ac, to the same belonging, 
in exchange for numerous Sther manors in the counties 
of York, NorfoUi) Suffolk, Huntingdon, and Sussex. 
Soon afterwards h^ headed two formidable expeditions 
against France, both of which failed." "In 1377 he 
obtained the manors of Orenested, Seford, and Leighton, 
with several privileges in the 'same, and the castie and r 
honou!^ of Tikhill. He had licence also to give hi% loltl- 
ships of Gryngeleye and Wheteley to CaAerine $wihfor4 
his concubine (widow of Sir Hugh Swinford, knight, add 
daughter of Sir Paen Roet, knight, Guyen king-of-arms), 
for life. During this year he procured the grant* of a 
chancery in his dukedom of Lancaster, with all othei* 
royalties pertaining to a county palatine, to hold in as 
ample a manner as the Earl of Chester ever enjoyed 
the same; with an obligation of sending two knights 
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to parliament as representatives of the commonalty of the 
county of Lancastei^ with two burgesses for every 
borough within the said county. He had licence also 
to coin money for the space of two years, from the 1 2th 
of June, in the city of Bayonne, or the castle of 
Guyssen, or any other 'place with the seneschalcy of 
Landere, of gold, silver, or any other metal whatsoever. 
In this ye^r John Wickliffe, the most eminent of all 
the Lollards of that time— the "Morning Star of the 
Reformation," as he has' been beautifully called — con- 
vened before the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Bishop 
of London, John, Duke of Lancaster, and Lord Percy, 
at the Black Friars, in London. The duke had the 
magnanimity to speak m favour of Wickliffe, and to 
make some strong observations upon the bishops. So 
unusual a departure from the orthodoxy of the day 
gave great offence to the episcopal bench, and produced 
so much discontent among the citizens, that they rose 
in tumult, and determined to murder the duke, and 
to set fire to his house in the Savoy. This tumult, 
the Bishop of London, much to his honour, succeeded 
in quelling; but the Duke of Lancaster was obliged 
to seek his safety in flight, and it was not till after the 
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death of his ftfther that a reconciliation was effected 
between him and the citizens of Londoa,, under the 
mediation of Richard II. After the death of Edward 
III., consultation being had about the solemnity of 
the coronation of King Richard II., John, King of 
Castile and Leon, and Duke of Lancaster, appeared before 
the king in council, and claimed, as Earl pf Leicester, 
the office of seneschal of England; as Duke of 
Lancaster, the right of bearing the principal sword, 
called the curtana, on the day of the coronation ; and 
as Earl of Lincoln, to carve for the king sitting at 
table on the day of his coronation. Diligent examina- 
tion being made before certain of the kings council 
concerning these demands, it sufficiently appeared that 
the duke, as holding by the law of England, after the 
death of Blanch his wife, had established his clain^; 
and it was agreed that he should exercise the office^ 
by himself, or proper deputies, and receive the fees 
thereunto belonging. Accordingly, on the Thursday 
following, by order of the king, he sat judicially, and 
kept his court in the Whitehall of the kings palace 
at Westminster, and there received the bills and 
petitions of all such of the nobility and others as, by 
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reason of their tenure or otherwise, claimed to do 
service at the new king's coronation, and to receive the 
accustomed fees and allowances. He was also, with 
Edmund, Earl of Cambridge, and certain bishops, 
appointed one of the protectors of the king during his 
minority. In the 2nd Richard II., the duke obtained 
authority to establish a treasury, with barons and other 
proper officers, within his Duchy of Lancaster. In 
this early period of our history, personal slavery pre- 
vailed to a greater extent in England than in any other 
country of Europe. The barons had struggled for 
liberty, and had, to a certain extent, secured its posses- 
sion from the crown by the deed of Magna Charta, 
extorted from King John, and confirmed by Henry III. 
and Edward I. But this liberty was almost exclu- 
sively enjoyed by the privileged classes, who themselves 
exercised despotic power over their vassals. The rights 
of those who tilled the ground, and performed the other 
duties of humble citizens, were imperfectly understood, 
and subject to daily violation ; and so unequal was the 
pressure of taxation, that the rich and the poor were 
confounded together in one indiscriminate mass, and 
called upon to pay a poll-tax, amounting to three groats 
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on every individual throughout the laud, male and 
female, above the age of fifteen years. The collection 
of this unequal and odious impost produced a rebellion, 
excited by John Ball, a popular preacher, and led by 
Wat Tyler, Jack Straw, and others. The Duke of 
Lancaster, one of the kings ministers, and who was 
supposed to be his principal adviser, became extremely 
unpopular; and the insurgents, having broken into the 
city of London, burnt down the Duke of Lancaster's 
palace of the Savoy, and cut off the heads of a number 
of gentlemen who attempted to resist their lawless 
outrages ; amongst whom was Simon Sudbury, the 
Primate and Chancellor of England, and Sir Robert 
Hales, the High Treasurer. This insurrection was 
suppressed by the determined conduct of Walworth, the 
Lord Mayor of London, who resented the insolence 
shown towards the king on the part of Wat Tyler 
by a violent blow with his sword, which brought him 
to the ground, where he was soon despatched by others 
of the king s attendants. Richard, taking advantage of 
the temporary panic, contrived to conciliate the people, 
and, by his wisdom and moderation, prevailed upon 
them to disperse. During this insurrection, the Duke 
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of Lancaster was in Scotland negotiating a peace, in 
which he happily succeeded. On this occasion, William, 
Earl of Douglas, with a degree of generous forbearance, 
which seldom fails to obtain its reward, told the duke 
that he had been acquainted from the first with the 
distracted state of England ; but so far from wishing to 
take advantage of the critical situation in which the 
duke and his country were placed, either for carrying 
on the war, or extorting more favourable terms of 
peace, that he might remain in Scotland as their guest 
until the insurrection should cease ; or, if he chose to 
return, he might have an escort of five hundred horse- 
men. The duke expressed his acknowledgment, 
but declined the offer. On his return to England, 
being excluded from Berwick by the governor, he 
accepted the earl's pledge of honour, and returned to 
Scotland, where he remained until the popular tumult 
had subsided. In 1284 the Duke of Lancaster was 
despatched, with a powerful military and naval force, 
to Scotland, to avenge the injuries whichthe English 
had received, and to prevent a repetition of them by 
some memorable act of chastisement. The duke 
advanced to Edinburgh, and at the same time the 
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fleet was despatched to ravage the coast of Fife. His 
soldiers strongly urged him to burn the capital, but 
the duke, cherishing a grateful remembrance of the 
hospitality which he had experienced three years before, 
preserved the city from destruction. So extensive was 
the popular indignation against the measures of the king 
and his ministers during the rebellion of Tyler and 
Straw, that Lady Constance, wife of the Duke of Lan- 
caster, hastened from Leicester to the castle at Pontefract, 
for refuge, expecting security there; but when she 
arrived at Pontefract, her own servants durst not permit 
her to enter the place, and she was constrained to go 
seven miles by torchlight to Knaresborough Castle, 
where she continued till the violence of the storm 
subsided, and till the duke returned from Scotland. A 
little before Easter in 1384, John Latimer, an Irish 
Carmelite friar, charged the Duke of Lancaster with 
an intention to destroy the king, and to usurp the 
crown ; but on being summoned to meet this accusation, 
the duke completely established his loyalty. The king, 
being under the guidance of evil counsellors, conspired 
at the death of the Duke of Lancaster; but private 
information having reached him from one of those that 
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were in the plot, he retired to his castle at Pontefract, 

and through the mediation of Princess Joan, mother of 

the king, a perfect reconciliation took place. The next 

year he desired leave of the king, and also of the lords 

and commons in parliament, to go into Spain for the 

recovery of his wife's inheritance; and ordained his 

son Henry, Earl of Derby, his lieutenant of all he had 

in England, placing around him a safe and judicious 

council. When he took his leave, the king presented 

him with a coronet of gold, and the queen gave another 

to his wife ; orders were also given that he should be 

addressed by the title of " King of Spain," His train 

consisted of no less than a thousand spears of knights 

and esquires, two thousand archers, and a thousand tall 

yeomen. Having landed in Brittany, near the castle of 

Brest, he was resisted by two of the forts, in the assault 

of which he lost many of his men ; but he ultimately 

triumphed, and, having sailed with his fleet to the 

Garonne, he marched to the Spanish frontier, and 

carried the town of Bayonne. After this, the king of 

Castile sent to him to treat of a marriage between his 

daughter and the duke's son ; and through the mediation 

of the Duke of Berry, a truce was concluded. In 1388 
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the duke was appointed lieutenant of Aquitaine. The 
disputes which had so long existed in Spain, concerning 
the right to the kingdom of Castile and Leon, were at 
length amicably settled by an agreement that Henry, 
eldest son of John, king of Castile and Leon, and of 
Portugal, should marry Catherine, the duke's only 
daughter, by his wife Constance; and that the duke 
should quit his claim to Spain, on condition of receiving, 
for his own daughter's life, a yearly payment of 16,000 
marks, and, in case his wife should survive him, that 
she should have annually 12,000 marks. The duke 
returned to England in November 1389, with much 
treasure ; for, it is said, that he had forty-seven mules 
laden with chests of gold for his second payment, and 
several great men of Spain as guarantees for his future 
annuity. On his return he relieved Brest, in Brittany, 
then besieged by the French. In the following year 
he was created Duke of Aquitaine by the consent of the 
lords and commons of England, on which occasion a 
splendid cap was put upon his head, and a rod of gold 
was given to him, to hold his new dignity of the king 
of England, as king of the realms of France. In 15th 
Richard II. he obtained a further confirmation of the 
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privileges of his Duchy of Lancaster, in the appointment 
of a chancery court there, with the power to issue writs 
under his own seal ; likewise an exchequer, with barons 
and other necessary officers, and power to make justices 
itinerant for the pleas of the forest, &c. His attachment 
to his favourite Catherine Swinford remained unaltered, 
notwithstanding the disparity of their stations; and, 
after the death of his second wife, Constance, he married 
her at Lincoln, on the octaves of the Epiphany, at which, 
say the chroniclers, there was no little admiration in 
regard of her low birth. " This woman was born in 
Hainault, daughter of a knight of that country. She 
was brought up in her youth in the Duke of Lancaster's 
house, and attended on his first wife, the Duchess 
Blanche of Lancaster; and in the days of his second 
wife, the Duchess Constance, he kept the aforesaid 
Catharine as his concubine, who afterwards was married 
to a knight of England, named Swinford, that was now 
deceased. Before she was married, the duke had by 
her three children, two sons and a daughter. One of 
the sons was named Thomas de Beaufort; and the 
other Henrie, who was brought up at Aken, in Almaine ; 
he proved a good lawyer, and was afterwards Bishop of 
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Winchester. For the love the duke had to these 
children, he married their mother, the said Catherine 
Swinford, being now a widow, whereof men marvelled 
much, considering her mean estate was fair unmeet 
to match with his highness, and nothing comparable 
in honour to his other two former wives. And, indeed, 
the great ladies of England, as the Duchess of Glouces- 
ter, the Countesses of Derby and Arundel, and others, 
descended of the blood royal, greatly disdained that 
she should be matched with the Duke of Lancaster, 
and by that means be accounted second person in the 
realm, and preferred jn room before them ; and thereof 
they said that they would not come in any place where 
she should be present, for it should be a shame to 
them that a woman of so base a birth, and concubine 
to the duke in his other wife's days, should go and 
have place before them. The Duke of Gloucester 
also, being a man of a high mind and a stout stomach, 
misliked his brother matching so meanly, but the Duke 
of York bare it well enough ; and, verily, the lady 
herself was a woman of such bringing up and honour- 
able demeanour, that envy could not in the end but 
give place to well deserving." Three years after his 
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marriage, in a parliament convened at London, he 
procured an Act for legitimatising the children whom 
he had by Catherine Swinford ; and in another parlia- 
ment, held in September in the same year, called the 
Great Parliament, the Earl of Arundel was, by the Duke 
of Lancaster, who sat that day as high steward, con- 
demned of treason, and beheaded on Tower Hill. During 
this parliament the Earl of Derby was created Duke 
of Hereford. Soon after the Duke of Lancaster 
attended King Richard into France, being with him 
at Guynes, upon the meeting then had with the king 
of that realm, when peace was made by Richard H. 
marrying Isabel, daughter of the king of France, then 
only eight years old. In the same year, the Duke 
of Lancaster had a renewal and amplification of the 
privileges of his Duchy of Lancaster. He also obtained 
the hundreds of Southgrenhowe and Laundishe, in the 
county of Norfolk, which had come into the king's 
hands by the attainder of the Earl of Arundel. In 1398, 
after obtaining from the king an ample renunciation of 
all claim on any part of his inheritance, with a confirma- 
tion of the dower of the castles of Knaresborough and 
Tickhill to Catherine his wife, and a settlement of 

(7a) 



Digitized by 



Google 




the manor of Bradford and Almondbury on his son 
John Beaufort, Marquis of Dorset, he was constituted 
lieutenant in the marches toward Scotland, from the 
beginning of the twenty-eight years truce between that 
country and England. In October, Henry of Boling- 
broke, the duke's son, received sentence of banishment ; 
and from that period, this disgrace produced the most 
pungent sorrow in the mind of his venerable father, who 
was soon afterwards seized with a fatal illness, and died. 
His death was much lamented by his friends; but 
neither the king nor the people sympathised in their 
sorrow. — Ibid. 



THE DUCHY SEALS. 

The seal of the Duchy of Lancaster is as ancient as the 
duchy itself ; as is also the seal of the county palatine. 
The seal of the duchy remains with the chancellor of the 
duchy at Westminster ; that of the county palatine is de- 
posited in a chest in the county of Lancaster, under the 
safe custody of the keeper of the seal. All grants and 
leases of land, tenements, and offices, in the county 
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palatine of Lancaster, in order to render them valid, 
must pass under the seal of the county palatine, and 
no bther ; and all grants and leases of lands, tenements, 
knd offices, out of the county palatine, and within the 
survey of the duchy, must pass under the seal of thft 
duchy, and no other seal. The custom, however, is, 
to seal all deeds of lands, • &c., within the county 
palatine with both the duchy and the county palatine 
Seals; and all without the county, but within the survey 
of the Duchy of Lancaster, with the duchy seat only. 
These seals are essentially the same as those that have 
been used since the days of John o' Gaunt, but new 
seals are engraved in each successive dukedom. Those 
at present in use are extremely splendid, and may rank 
amongst the first efforts of art in this department. — /Aid. 



SEALS OF THE BOROUGH OF LANCASTER. 

There are also two ancient seals of the borough, which 
are still in use, and both are in excellent preservation. 
One is used as the Corporation seal, and the other as 
the Mayor's seal. 
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^HE Oueen's Visit. 



The following corrections were made in the original 

publication on its appearance in pamphlet fornl : — 

■ 

In the haste incidental to news^^er writing Ahere have 
occurred in the preceding narrative two or three omissions, 
unimportant in themselves, but which, as we have the oppor- 
tunity, we think it proper to supply in this place. 

It will be observed that we have inadvertently withheld 
from the Rev. Magistrate who had the honour of reading the 
county address to Her Majesty, his superior title. We described 
him as the Rev. Rector Brooks. He is, indeed, Rector, but 
he is also Archdeacon: therefore, for "the Rev. Rector 
Brooks," read the " Very Reverend Archdeacon Brooks." 

The keys presented by the Constable of the Castle were 
two, as shown in the photograph. One was the key of thfe 
ancient keep; and the two were attached by^ chain, the 
whole beautifully polished at the establishment of our respected 
townsmen, Messrs. Seward. 

In our account of what took place in the Shire Hall, we 
omitted, in the hurjy of the moment, to state that a gallery 
was erected in the Hall, and the whole was covered with 
drapery of crimson and yellow. We also observed the two 
colours of the ist Royal Lancashire Militia suspended, besides 
a variety of halberts and coats of arms. 
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